HOW STRONG  IS  BRITAIN ?
common relations of all countries with each other ideas
which developed in the domestic life of Great Britain
and were transferred before the World War to the
relations of the member states of the British Empire
to each other.
To-day the members of the British Empire believe
that their joint historic mission is to extend their
particular form of co-operation until if possible it
embraces the greater part of the world. This was
what Earl Baldwin meant when he opened the Imperial
Conference in 1937 with the words :
" We are partners in a great undertaking, jointly
responsible for a new experiment, whose success
or failure must deeply affect the whole future of
humanity."
The main subject of this conference was empire
foreign policy, and its most important result was
probably that it gave expression to the idea of this
historic mission of the British Empire. It was most
clearly formulated by the Canadian Prime Minister,
Mr, Mackenzie King, when he declared :
The political democracy and the individual freedom
attained by Great Britain within her own frontiers during
the past three centuries represent an example and an
incentive to the world. It should be the aim of the
members of the greater British Commonwealth of
Nations which is built on this basis to order their relations
and their policy in such a way that by the success of this
great experiment in the twentieth century they can make
a contribution to the peaceable regulation of international
relationships which would be of equal value for the
common good of all mankind.
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